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by the University or in activities sponsored by the University involving any of the 
aforementioned substances. All activities involving substances that fall under this policy will be 
performed under the supervision of the Principal Investigator (PI) who is designated as the 
principal user and who is responsible for proper acquisition, use, handling, storage, 
transportation and disposal. 

C. All research deemed non-exempt by the IBC is required to be performed using BSL-2 laboratory 
practices unless otherwise specifically stated. It is the policy of Binghamton University that BSL- 
3 and 4 agents may not be used or stored on property owned or operated by the University. 
This policy does not cover activities that only generate human biohazardous waste and are not 
related to research.  These activities are regulated by EH&S. 

D. Approval and clearance must be obtained before any research that falls under this policy is to 
commence. Non-compliance with this policy or the terms of approval to conduct research that 
falls under this policy may result in, but not limited to: suspension of research, closure of labs, 
and suspension of funding. 

E. All activities that fall under this policy must be reviewed and approved by the BSO and, as 
required, by the IBC. Projects submitted for sponsorship by external agencies will be submitted 
for review and receive approval prior to the acceptance offunding. 20.m3
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University stakeholders, including senior officials, deans, department chairs, investigators, 
laboratory staff.  BSO duties include, but are not be limited to: 

a. Inspecting laboratory to ensure that standards are rigorously followed; 
b. Reviewing laboratory facility design plans for research involving biological 

hazards and ensuring current certification of laboratory biological safety 
cabinets; 

c. Developing emergency plans for handling accidental spills and personnel 
contamination and investigating laboratory accidents involving recombinant or 
synthetic nucleic acid molecule research; 

d. Providing technical advice on research safety procedures, laboratory security, 
biosafety administrative controls and compl
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f. Making recommendations to the Assistant Vice President of Research 
Compliance of the required resources necessary for the IBC to perform its 
duties; and 

g. Providing leadership for the IBC to identify, develop and adopt policies or 
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of the IBC. 
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iii. The IBC will meet at least once every semester. Additional meetings may be scheduled when 
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iv. The IBC approves protocol applications by a majority vote during such meetings. 
v. The IBC will discuss each protocol application during the convened meeting. This discussion 

focuses on an assessment of the safety of each research protocol and the identification of any 
potential risk to workers, other persons, or the environment, and protocol revisions and/or 
clarifications made in response to reviewer comments. 

vi. PIs will be invited to IBC meetings where their research is discussed as their attendance can be 
beneficial to assist the IBC in understanding the nature and risk of the proposed experiments. 

vii. Following a request by the IBC Chair for addi BC  .6 ( .6 (.3 (BC)-0C)-0.6 (h)2.3 (15 0 Td
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agencies. Documents may be redacted, as necessary to protect confidentiality and/or 
proprietary information. 

 
8. Reporting Concerns 

 
a. Concerns involving the safe and ethical use of GDMO's, rDNA, Select Agents, and/or 

Biohazardous Materials are to be communicated directly to the BSO. 
b. When the BSO cannot address such concerns, these concerns need to be forwarded to the IBC 

Chair and discussed at the next convened IBC meeting, or more immediate when necessary. 
c. Following this discussion, the IBC will vote on measures deemed appropriate to resolve the 

concern. These actions are to be reported to the Assistant Vice President for Research 
Compliance who serves as the Institutional Official (IO). 

d. If the concerns are significant in nature, the IO will submit a report to the NIH OSP as per the 
NIH Guidelines and notify the IBC of the submission of the report to the NIH OSP. 

Note: The NIH Guidelines require that “any significant problems, violations, or any significant 
research-related accidents and illnesses” be reported to OSP within 30 days. Appendix G of the NIH 
Guidelines specifies certain types of accidents that must be reported on a more expedited 
basis. Specifically, Appendix G-II-B-2-k requires that spills and accidents in BL2 laboratories resulting 
in an overt exposure must be immediately reported to the OSP (as well as the IBC). 

 

 
9. Guidelines and Resources 

Resources can be found on the Binghamton University Biosafety webpage 
 

Additional guidelines and resources can be found through the following: 

Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Research Laboratories (the BMBL) from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 

The NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant and Synthetic DNA Molecules (the NIH 
Guidelines) from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

 

The American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)  
 

The US Dept. of Agriculture and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service - USDA/APHIS 
 

Select Agent Regulations (42 CFR 73) or USDA (9 CFR 121) 
 

NIH Covered Classes (III) 
 

Regulated Medical Waste - Guidelines for the Handling and Disposal  
 

FAQs about Biosafety and Research Registration at Binghamton University 
 

 
10. Definitions 

https://osp.od.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/NIH_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.binghamton.edu/research/compliance/institutionalbiosafety.html
http://www.cdc.gov/biosafety/publications/bmbl5/
http://www.cdc.gov/biosafety/publications/bmbl5/
https://osp.od.nih.gov/biotechnology/nih-guidelines/
https://osp.od.nih.gov/biotechnology/nih-guidelines/
https://my.absa.org/tiki-index.php?page=Riskgroups
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