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Academic Career: 
 
2016–present Professor of English, Italian, and Medieval Studies, Dept. of English and Center for  

Medieval & Renaissance Studies (CEMERS), Binghamton University 
 
2012–2016 Associate Professor of English and Medieval Studies, Dept. of English and CEMERS, 

Binghamton University 
 
2009–2012 Visiting Associate Professor of Italian and Medieval Studies, Dept. of Romance Languages 

and CEMERS, Binghamton University 
 
2007–2009 Visiting Associate Professor of Italian, Dept. of French & Italian, Dartmouth College 
 
2006–2007  Visiting Associate Professor of Italian and English, Depts. of French & Italian and English, 

Colby College 
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Olivia Holmes 4 

“Dante’s Two Beloveds: Ethics as Erotic Choice.” Annali d’Italianistica 19 (2001): 1-26. Special  
issue on “

http://www.cambridgeblog.org/2023/01/when-was-an-embryo-considered-a-person-in-the-middle-ages/
http://www.cambridgeblog.org/2023/01/when-was-an-embryo-considered-a-person-in-the-middle-ages/
https://academicminute.org/2022/08/olivia-holmes-binghamton-university-is-an-embryo-a-person-the-medieval-tripartite-process-of-ensoulment/
https://academicminute.org/2022/08/olivia-holmes-binghamton-university-is-an-embryo-a-person-the-medieval-tripartite-process-of-ensoulment/


Olivia Holmes 5 

“Paradiso 31.” Video in collaboration with Katherine Travers, Ph.D. Candidate in Italian, NYU, as part of 
Canto per Canto. 

 
Reference Articles 

 
Essays on “Buoso Donati,” “Caiaphas,” “Gianni Schicchi,” “Hermaphrodite,” “Icarus,” “Learchus,”  

“Medea,” “Polycletus,” “Prodigality,” “St. Romuald,” “Tityus,” “Typhon,” “Wife of Potiphar,” 
and “Xerxes.” The Dante Encyclopedia. Ed. Richard Lansing. New York: Garland, 2000.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00751634.2023.2168377


Olivia Holmes 6 

Torquato Tasso. King Torrismondo, translation, introductory essays and notes by Maria Pastore Passaro.  
 New York: Fordham UP, 1996. Forum Italicum 31.1 (1997): 262-64. 

 
 

Textbook 
 

Reading Literary Texts, textbook on English literature for Italian secondary schools, in collaboration  
 with B. Conti and A. Menichelli. Florence: Bulgarini, 1990. 
 
 

Translations from Italian 
 

Il libro dei primati / The Book of Primates, poetry book by Mario Moroni (bilingual edition, translated  
with author). Hamilton, Ontario: Guernica, 2023. 

 
PortaRoma2000 in Progress, art book by Claudio Capotondi. Ed. N. Micieli. Pisa: Cursi, 2003. 
 
“Machiavelli, Man of Letters,” essay by Carlo Dionisotti. Machiavelli and the Discourse of Literature. Ed.  

Albert R. Ascoli and Victoria Kahn. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1993. 17-51. 
 
The Knot in the Tracks, children’s book by Roberto Piumini. New York: Tambourine Books, 1994.  
 
The Saint and the Circus, children’s book by Roberto Piumini. New York: Tambourine Books, 1991. 
 
“The Plagiarism (Told in the Form of a Nightmare),” story by Luigi Malerba, Another Chicago Magazine  

22 (1990): 59-68. 
 
“The Tale of the Horizon,” story by Roberto Piumini, Translation 12 (1984): 224-27. 
 
 

Selected Poetry Publications 
 
“The Woods at Nemi,” Helicon 11 (1990): 9. 
 
“Not Cervantes,” Negative Capability 11.2 (1989): 52. 
 
“Depressions,” Pudding Magazine 



http://bonniewheelerfund.org/2015.aspx


Olivia Holmes 8 

 
1993–1994 Fulbright Scholarship to Italy        
 
1993  Dissertation Year Research Grant, Northwestern University Graduate School  
  
Summer 1993 NEH Institute in the Italian Archival Sciences (participant), Newberry Library, Chicago 
 
1989–1990 Graduate Fellowship, Northwestern University Graduate School    
 
 
Invited Lectures: 
 
“Pan per focaccia: Retaliation and Justice in Decameron 8.7 and 8.8.” Invited seminar, Italian program,  

University of Kansas, Nov. 16, 2023. (Zoom talk.) 



Olivia Holmes 9 

“Sympathy for the Devil: Anti-semitic Sermon Exempla and Boccaccio’s Decameron.” Conference:  
Beyond Occitania: An Interdisciplinary Conference on Medieval Poetry in Honor of William  
D. Paden. Northwestern University. October 28, 2016. 

 
“Virgil and Sordello’s Embrace in Purgatorio 6: Latin Poet Meets Vernacular Rhymester.” Lecture  
 series: Dante at Boston College: Beyond the Comedy. February 29, 2016. 
 
“Pedagogia boccaccesca: Dall'exemplum misogino al realismo filogeno.” Conference: Boccace  

entre Liber et libri: les tensions d’un écrivain entre Moyen Âge et Renaissance. Université  
François Rabelais. Tours, France. June 5, 2013. 

 
“Sex and the City of God.” Conference: Dante oggi. L’università di Roma “La Sapienza.” Rome, Italy.  

June 9-10, 2011. 
 
“Sordello and Virgilio’s Embrace in Dante’s Commedia.” CEMERS, Binghamton University, March 11,  

2009. 
 
“Sordello and Virgilio’s Embrace.” Conference: Dante’s Traditions in the New Millennium.  

University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, February 7, 2009. 
 

Guest lecturer on Dante for “Humanities 2: The Classical Tradition.” Dartmouth College. Jan. 26, 2009. 
 
“Le città donne in Dante: dalla Meretrice di Babilonia alla Nuova Gerusalemme.” Department of  

French and Italian. Dartmouth College. Jan. 24, 2008. 
 
“Dante’s Love Sickness and Beatrice’s Boethian Therapy.” Medieval University Seminar.  
 Dartmouth College. April 16, 2008. 
 
“Love-Sickness, False Consciousness, and the Consolation of Dante’s Beatrice.” Conference:   

“A ben manifestar le cose nove”: New Directions in Medieval Italian Studies. University of  
California at Berkeley. April 28, 2007. 

 
“The Day of Petrarch’s Canzoniere.” Florida State University. March 29, 2006.  
 
“Dante’s Two Beloveds.” Medieval and Renaissance Reading Group. Bowdoin College. Nov. 2, 2005. 
 
“Petrarch’s Canzoniere as a Clock.” Bowdoin College. March 10, 2005. 
 
“Dante’s Personified Cities: Bride, Widow, and Whore.” Duke University. Feb. 7, 2005. 
 
“From ‘Un sol n’à dato’ to ‘Il dí s’appressa’: The Day of the Canzoniere.” Symposium: Petrarch at  

the Crossroads of Hermeneutics and Material Culture. Italian Academy, Columbia University.  
Dec. 10, 2004. 

 



Olivia Holmes 10 

“Beatrice’s ‘Little While’: The Departure and Return of Justice.” Medieval Studies Colloquium.  
Yale University. Nov. 10, 2004. 

 
“Death at the Birth of the Author.” Keynote address at Graduate Student Conference on the  

Construction of Subjectivity and Gender in Italian Culture. University of Chicago. Feb. 14, 2004. 
 
“The Ulysses Canto.” Colby College, Oct. 27, 2003. 
 
“Dante’s Other Woman as Classical Temptress.” Bryn Mawr College. Feb. 6, 2003. 
 
“Dante Studies in America.” Panel on “The Future of Italian Studies.” Italian Festival. Colby College.  

May 2, 2002. 
 
“Dante’s Two Beloveds: Ethics as Erotic Choice.” Lunchtime colloquium. Department of Language and  

Literature, Bard College. Feb. 1, 2002. 
 
“Dante’s Ethical Choice and Romance Narratives of Two Beloveds.” Featured speaker at the  

Winter Meeting of the Dante Society of America. Modern Language Association Convention.  
New Orleans. Dec. 27-30, 2001. 
 

“The Genealogy of Dante’s Dream of the Siren (Purgatory 19).” Department of Foreign Languages,  
University of Memphis, March 22, 2000. 

 



Olivia Holmes 11 

“Boccaccio and Exemplarity: Zinevra as the Anti-Lucretia.” R.S.A., online conference. April 20, 2021.  



Olivia Holmes 12 

“Dante in Word and Image: Visualizing the Commedia.” With Véronique Plesch. Maine Medievalists  
Association. Bates College. Sept. 16, 2006. 

 
“The Day of the Canzoniere.” Biennial Conference for the Society of Italian Studies (S.I.S.).  





Olivia Holmes 14 

Co-coordinated (with Paul Schleuse) conference: Authority and Materiality in the Italian Songbook:  
From the Medieval Lyric to the Early-Modern Madrigal, CEMERS, Binghamton University,  
May 1-2, 2015. 

 
Co-coordinated (with Dana Stewart and Marilynn Desmond) conference: Boccaccio at 700:  

Medieval Contexts and Global Intertexts. CEMERS, Binghamton University, April 26-27,  
2013. 

 


